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gain admission to the ranks, yet most of the legionaries came
from the most highly civilized provinces, and the army still
represented the most enlightened inhabitants of the empire.
Even Hadrian, however, found it impossible to maintain this
system any longer. His army was recruited in those pro-
vinces where its permanent camps were situated. The urban
population shirked the obligation of military service ; and
hence the army—both the legions and the auxiliary detach-
ments—was filled up by agricultural labourers from the pro-
vinces, men who had worked on urban or non-urban territories.
At the same time the soldiers' trade became hereditary. The
men lived in camps or adjacent settlements ; and the children
habitually chose their father's profession. In the troublesome
times of the later Antonines Rome needed a constant supply
of recruits to defend her from the barbarians. Thousands fell
in battle, and still more were carried off by pestilence. And
further, the civilized classes grew less and less accustomed to
military service and sent inferior men to the ranks. Hence
the emperors preferred to employ a more primitive section of
the population—field labourers and herdsmen from the out-
skirts of the empire, Thracians, Illyrians, Spanish moun-
taineers, Moors, men from the north of Gaul, mountaineers
from Asia Minor and Syria. And so the army came to repre-
sent the less civilized part of the population, the men who
lived outside the cities, envying the luxury of the citizen and
regarding him merely as an oppressor and exploiter.
The economic prosperity of the state was also affected by
the disasters which filled the reigns of the later Antonines.
I have said already that the system of taxation was not
specially burdensome, even for the provincials. But the
expenses of the state were rising: there were more soldiers,
and they received higher pay ; and the army of officials was
growing also. The state had no resource except to increase
the taxes. Then the dwellers in towns had grown familiar
with comfort and luxury; but their increasing demands
could not be met by private generosity, and it was therefore
necessary to increase the rates. Both the central government
and the towns drew their revenue mainly from dues paid by
tillers of the land and breeders of stock, and the higher
taxation was not accompanied by any improved methods of
agriculture. Therefore the burden fell more and more heavily
on owners of land, or, eventually, on those who tilled the soil

